A Special Note to Parents of Teen Drivers

We are concerned about the risks of driving and want you and your child to be safe on the roads.  While speed and inexperience seem to cause most accidents involving young drivers, the effects on both property and the health of our students is of great concern to all of us at Towson High.  Below are some suggestions that could help you and your child:
1. Meet Your Child's Traveling Companions   The social aspects of teen driving cannot be over-estimated. The sudden freedom of mobility acts like an elixir to some teens. Be sure to monitor your child's comings and goings, doing the best you can to keep track of his companions. A number of factors influence teen driver safety. Besides the usual culprits of drugs and alcohol, other issues, such as speeding, bravado and failure to wear seatbelts, account for thousands of lost teen lives every year. Equally significant, a recent study found that a 16-year-old driver with three or more passengers was three times as likely to die in a fatal wreck than one driving alone. Young drivers are also at risk when trying to multi-task while using the cell phone!

2. Remind Your Teen Driver About the Risks   Be the most annoying parent you can be. Remind your child frequently of the inherent dangers of operating a motor vehicle with anything less than 100 percent concentration. Insist that she not operate a car while drunk or high -- and, equally important, that she not ride with a driver similarly intoxicated. If necessary, make yourself available for emergency pick-ups.

3. Choose a Safe Car   The type of car your teen driver operates can be a matter of life and death. Choose one in good working condition, with solid crash test scores and a strong record for reliability. If shopping for a used car, closely inspect tires and brakes, belts and hoses, and other systems that can influence the safety or dependability of the vehicle. 

4. Ride Periodically with Your Teen Continue to ride with your teen driver from time to time, reviewing safety tips and monitoring his driving skills. Bad habits can crop up at any time, but are especially prevalent in the beginning years of driving. Best to nip them in the bud. Frequent, ongoing drive-alongs are the best way to keep tabs on a teen driver's progress. Remember that the first few years are absolutely crucial in establishing solid driving habits, which can then lead to a lifetime of safe driving. 

5. Have Your Child Share Insurance and Other Costs Since driving is a privilege and not a right, consider having your child share in the cost of operating the vehicle. This will not only teach her responsibility, but will also give her a dawning realization that nothing is free. It might also translate into better driving skills.
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ANNOUNCES
 

“DRIVE TO SURVIVE”
 

The area’s newest interactive traffic safety education program for future and current teenage drivers
 

Michael M. Gimbel and a team of experts from PADDD, including trauma nurses, paramedics, car crash victims and police, will conduct a 3-hour interactive education program.  This program will give teens additional knowledge needed to be a safe and responsible driver.  Included in the day will be a mock drunk driving road course demonstration and valuable information from a unique team of experts committed to injury prevention through education.   
 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of teenage deaths.  Education is the best prevention.
 

To register for the next “Drive to Survive” class, or to learn more about this reasonably priced program, call the Sheppard Pratt Office of Substance Abuse Education & Prevention Services at 410-938-3100.
 

SESSIONS ARE HELD ON SATURDAYS IN THE CONFERENCE CENTER AT SHEPPARD PRATT CONVIENTLY LOCATED IN TOWSON.
 

The next sessions are scheduled for:     Monday, October 8 
6 pm – 9 pm







Thursday, December 13  6pm – 9pm
